Issues in surgical treatment of endocarditis including intraoperative and postoperative management.
Patients with infective endocarditis who require surgical intervention can be divided into four separate groups, in order of incidence: (1) patients with underlying acquired or congenital cardiac lesions or valvar abnormalities, (2) patients with preexisting prosthetic valves, (3) patients with nosocomial infections who are immunosuppressed, and (4) older patients with infection risk or patients with indwelling deep venous catheters. The surgical management for these individual groups and for specific valve lesions is discussed, along with illustrative case studies.